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SIZER, Ernest Edward                       
 

Private, G/52581  
3rd/10th (TF) Battalion,  
Duke of Cambridge's Own  
(Middlesex Regiment) 
formerly S4/184619, Army Service Corps  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday 5th October 1917 
Died of wounds  
Cemetery: Dunhallow Advanced Dressing Station Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 32 years 

 
Ernest Edward Sizer was born on 26th 
September 1885, the son of Steven and 
Emma Sizer, nee Backler, late Radford.  
He was the seventh of their ten surviving 
children for five others died.   
 
When Ernest was baptised on the 31st 
January 1887 the family were living at 5 
Pound Row Haverhill. 
 
By 1901 census the family had moved to 
15 Downs Place, Haverhill and Ernest, 
now 15 years of age was working as an 
errand boy.  Ten years later Ernest was a 
baker at the Co-operative Stores. 
 
Ernest pictured at a family wedding before the war 

 
 
Ernest enlisted at Aldershot on 17th February, 1916 and joined the Army Reserves.  
From his army records we know he stood 5ft 9in tall with a chest measurement of 33 
inches, 35½ in expanded.  He was mobilised on 15th May 1916 and posted the 
following day. 
 
On 21st December, 1916, Ernest was transferred to the 98th Training Reserves 
Battalion and then on 22nd August, 1917, he was transferred once again, this time to 
the Artillery. On 29th August, 1917, he was posted once again to the 3rd /10th 
Battalion, Middlesex Regiment as Private G/52581. Alfred Payne also from Haverhill 
was in this Battalion. 
 

This battalion had arrived in Le Havre in June 1917 and by August had become part 
of the 10th Brigade, 4th Division, fighting in the Battle of Passchendaele. 
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After leaving Liepzig Camp on 2nd October the battalion war diary for the 4th October 

1917 tells us that: ‘The starting point was 100 yards north of Eagle Trench… At 6 am 

(zero hour) on the 4/10/17 our artillery barrage started and the two leading 

companies B and C moved forward to Eagle Trench followed by D and A Coys at 

about 8 am. B.H.Q. started to move forward to Eagle Trench and had not gone more 

than 300 yards before the C.O. was knocked down by a splinter from a shell and the 

Battalion Intelligence Officer was wounded in the wrist by a shell. B.H.Q. found it 

impossible to move forward owing to the intense barrage. After the C.O. had 

recovered from the knockout blow B.H.Q. moved to Eagle Trench where O.C. 

Seaforths had returned from Kangaroo Trench….OC Seaforths informed CO 3/10 

Middx Regt that the whole of his Battalion had been absorbed in the attack. The 

enemy kept an intense barrage on Eagle Trench 4th and 5th Oct and it was almost 

impossible to move, a lot of stretcher cases were killed coming down with their 

bearers.… The 1st Royal Warwicks arrived at about 4 pm on 4/10/17 and filled up the 

gap in the line with 2nd line of 11th Brigade and later pushed forward and got in touch 

with the remainder of the 2nd Seaforth and 3/10 Middx Regt’. 

 
After being wounded in this action, 
Ernest would have been taken for 
treatment at a dressing station. He 
died on 5th October 1917 and would 
have been buried close by. In 1919 
his father was informed that his body 
had been moved to a permanent 
resting place in Dunhallow Advanced 
Dressing Station Cemetery. 
 
 
 
His grave No. is V111. B9.  The 
cemetery is about 1 mile north of 
Ypres and was formerly the site of a 
casualty clearing station.  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo: Dunhallow 

Advanced 
Dressing Station 

Cemetery courtesy 
CWGC 
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Ernest was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
His personal effects were 
returned to his father. These 
included letters and photos, a 
religious book, purse and a 
cigarette case. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ernest is also remembered on the 
West End Congregational Church 
Memorial.  

 
 

 


